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Maheshvari marriages. Will you please advise as to the best way
peaceful satyagraha can be offered in this behalf ?
" What, in your opinion, should be considered to be the proper
age limit for the bride and the bridegroom respectively for
marriage ? And in what circumstances would you recommend the
offering of satyagraha for the prevention of unequal marriages ?
" Only the other day two old men of fifty-five and sixty years
of age respectively married girls of twelve years of age. Several
other equally shocking marriages are going shortly to take place
in this very village. We have already started an agitation by
distributing printed leaflets to prevent these marriages from taking
place. But we feel that what is needed is strong direct action, not
merely empty propaganda. Would you kindly let us have your
opinion on all these points ? "
There is no doubt that satyagraha is the right thing
in such cases. But how to offer it is another question. I
have more than once dilated, in my writings, on the limits
of satyagraha. Satyagraha presupposes self-discipline, self-
control, self-purification, and a recognized social status in
the person offering it. A satyagrahi must never forget the
distinction between evil and the evil-doer. He must not
harbour ill-will or bitterness against the latter. He may
not even employ needlessly offensive language against the
evil person, however unrelieved his evil might be. For it,
should be an article of faith with every satyagrahi that
there is none so fallen in this world but can be converted
by love. A satyagrahi will always try to overcome evil by
good, anger by love, untruth by truth, himsa by ahimsa:
There is no other way of purging the world of evil. There-
fore a person who claims to be a satyagrahi always tries, by
close and prayerful self-introspection and self-analysis, to
find out whether he is himself completely free from the
taint of anger, ill-will and such other human infirmities,
whether he is not himself capable of those very evils against
which he is out to lead a crusade. In self-purification and
penance lies half the victory of a satyagrahi. A satyagrahi
has faith that the silent and undemonstrative action of
truth and love produces far more permanent and abiding
results than speeches or such other showy performances.
But although satyagraha can operate silently, it
requires a certain amount of action on the part of a